
 

Suspension of  Restrictive Measures by the European Union (EU) 

The National Association of Non Governmental Organisations (NANGO), notes with 

satisfaction progress being made by the Government of Zimbabwe (GoZ) and the European 

Union (EU) towards normalisation of relations. The Association is aware and supportive of 

the on-going political dialogue between representatives of the GoZ and the EU, which 

commenced in July 2012, during the tenure of the Inclusive Government, after suspension 

of Article 96 of the Cotonou agreement.  

Since 2012 NANGO has, working with other non-state actors, contributed towards the 

development of the EU/Zimbabwe Country Strategy Paper, following the establishment of 

the GoZ/EU Technical Working Group in accordance with Article 8 of the Cotonou 

Agreement. In this regard, NANGO welcome the announcement by the EU suspending the 

remaining measures against Zimbabwe commencing 1 November 2014, which paves the 

way for a fully fledged developmental relationship through the 11th European Development 

Fund which supports development programmes in Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific 

countries. Prior to the EU Foreign Ministers meeting on Zimbabwe held in February 2014 

NANGO engaged the EU ambassadors, local media and other stakeholder groups lobbying 

for the removal of the targeted measures. We therefore reiterate the reasons why the 

Association continues to believe that fully lifting of the measures is needed for Zimbabwe 

to move forward: 

Firstly NANGO believes in sustained dialogue as a key intervention tool in resolving 

conflictual relations and addressing the root causes of conflicts. The total lifting of 

measures will enable both parties to engage on the developmental challenges in 

Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe will not be able to fully implement her international human rights 

obligations while isolated from that same community. The country has made major strides 

in her democratization and developmental agenda including the conclusion of a new 

constitution with expanded freedoms for citizens and creates independent commissions to 

secure these rights. Zimbabwe will need technical and financial support from her 

international partners and to learn from best practices to fully operationalize the 

constitution’s various provisions. 
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Secondly, the GoZ has blamed the targeted measures for the governance and economic 

crisis that gripped the country for the last decade. This made it difficult to conduct any 

meaningful developmental dialogue and hold public officials accountable for discharging 

their mandates. This context fostered suspicion and mistrust between the GoZ and Civil 

Society Organisations (CSOs), who the former accuses of being regime change agents. 

Further civil society confronted operational challenges in implementing its watchdog role 

since CSOs and others were denied access to critical data by the state to verify allegations 

of corruption and abuse of office.  

Thirdly, the presence of targeted measures make it difficult for ordinary Zimbabweans to 

conduct international transactions since some of the financial intermediaries were on the 

list of measures having a multiplier effect on depositors and their business partners. 

Therefore private funds could be held in transit in different parts of the world prolonging 

financial money transfers and resulting in delay in concluding business transactions. 

However, while celebrating the easing of measures the resumption of development 

relationship as from the 1st of November 2014, NANGO encourages the GoZ with support 

from her international partners to progressively work towards addressing the fundamental 

governance issues that lead to the diplomatic spit with her international partners. In 

particular take measures to ensure full respect for human rights, and in particular take 

appropriate steps to address reported cases involving politically motivated violence and its 

associated human rights abuses which are still to be fully investigated and appropriate 

action taken against identifiable perpetrators. Secondly strengthen its governance 

architecture so that it can fully deal with all forms of abuse of public office including 

corruption, nepotism and in some instances failure to adhere to the rule of law. Take all 

necessary measures to strengthen a culture of democracy, free, fair and credible elections 

in accordance with the recommendations of the AU, SADC, and local observers on holding 

elections. Finally continue to work with all national actors in the implementation of the 

recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review of Zimbabwe by the Human Rights 

Council.  

 

For more information and comments on this contact the NANGO National Chairperson, Mr 
Paul Juru  
 
National Association of Non Governmental Organisations (NANGO)  
5 Meredith Drive, Eastlea,  
Harare, Zimbabwe  
Tel: 708761, 794973 
Email: cephas@nango.org.zw 
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